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Bee Life

Instructions to Teachers

This unit is a Science lesson plan for Cluster 1: Growth and Changes in Animals. Over a duration of 30 minutes, the 
lesson will take grade 2 students through an overview of the life and structure of honey bees.

Concepts this will teach students include: recognizing insects, diagramming anatomy, considering the life habits  
of insects.

The materials included are:
• Blackline Master: The Honey Bee Life Cycle
• Blackline Master: Honey Bee Anatomy Worksheet

Based on the Manitoba curriculum, we’ve identified three Specific Learning Outcomes that this unit will meet as 
described in the curriculum guides (and in more detail on the next page): 2-1-01, 2-1-11, 2-1-14.

Prior to the lesson, make copies of each of the Bee Life Blackline Masters for all of your students and attach 
them together in a hand-out package. Determine if you will be using the Honey Bee Anatomy Worksheet as an 
assignment and if so, keep it separate from the other materials.

During the lesson, ensure each student has all the relevant materials. Draw a diagram on the board of a bee,  
included with Honey Bee Anatomy Worksheet, but don’t label any of the parts. Instead, in a list next to the drawing, 
include a list of the terms that students will learn:

• Head
• Thorax
• Abdomen
• Stinger
• Legs
• Eye
• Antenna
• Wings

As you explain the material in the Blackline Masters, add the simple function next to each of the words to define 
them. Draw lines from the words to the parts of the bee to reinforce the parts and their names.
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Bee Life

Curriculum Expectations

Grade 2 Science Cluster 1 – Growth and Changes in Animals

In Grade 2, students focus on animals to build upon their knowledge of living things. All animals grow and change 
from birth until adulthood. Because children are interested in the changes that take place over the lifetime of 
different animals, observing these changes becomes a powerful learning experience for them. In their explorations 
of growth, students compare their own growth with the growth patterns of various animals, and they learn about 
the conditions needed to support healthy development. Particular attention is given to the nutritional requirements 
of humans.

By the end of Grade 2 Science, students will be able to:

2-1-01: Use appropriate vocabulary related to their Investigations of growth and changes in animals. Include: food 
groups, Canada’s Food Guide to Healthy Eating, offspring, adult, behaviour, life cycle, stage, life processes, as well as 
terms relating to life cycles studied.

2-1-11: Identify and describe constant and changing characteristics of an animal as it grows and develops.

2-1-14: Describe and compare ways in which different animals care for their offspring.
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Bee Life
The Honey Bee Life Cycle

The queen lays an egg into 
a cell in the honeycomb.

The larva spins a cocoon around 
itself and becomes a pupa.

In its cocoon, the pupa develops into 
an adult, and then leaves the cell.

The egg hatches into a young larva, 
which gets fed by other honey bees.

Egg

Pupa

Larva

Adult



 

Honey Bee Anatomy
Honey bees are insects. Their bodies are divided into a head, a thorax and an abdomen. On their head, they have 
two antennae, which they use to “smell” their surroundings. They also have very complicated eyes, and they can 
see in many directions at once. 

The thorax is the middle section of a honey bee, connected to six legs and two wings on each side. Honey bees use 
their legs to walk, and also to carry pollen, which they turn into a food called  
“bee bread”.

Stay away from the abdomen! That’s where a honey bee’s stinger is, but they will only use it to  
defend themselves.

Fill in the diagram above with the words that match the parts of the honey bee:

head
thorax

abdomen
stinger

legs
eye

antenna
wings



 

Honey Bee Anatomy

Answer Key

Fill in the diagram with the words that match the parts of the honey bee:

head
thorax

abdomen
stinger

legs
eye

antenna
wings

eye

antenna

head

wings

stinger

thorax

abdomen

legs


